
Joint Learningôs calendar called ócelebrateô has been developed to celebrate the diverse nature of its community, pro-
moting respect and understanding between different groups. 
 

By understanding and embracing difference we can help to create an environment based on the principles of dignity, 
fairness, equality and respect. 

celebrate  
  equality & diversity calendar 

Contact: The Equality and Diversity Team  
Tel: 01704 562696 Email: martin.byrne@jointlearning.co.uk or enquiries@jointlearning.co.uk  
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SPECIAL DAY IN JANU-
ARYð 27th January  
 
The Holocaust Memorial 
Day Trust (HMDT) is a 
national charity that aims to 
raise awareness of the 
genocide of approximately six million European Jews 
during World War II. The Trust also commemorates, 
informs and educates on subsequent genocides in 
Bosnia, Cambodia, Darfur and Rwanda. 
 
This year thousands of people across the UK will 
commemorate the 65th anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau. The Trust is asking everyone 
across the UK to become part of a Legacy of Hope. 
 
Understanding and remembering the experiences of 
those who have suffered can inspire us to challenge 
our own attitudes about the way we respect and 
celebrate the difference between each other. 
 
For more information about the trust and on how to 
become part of the Legacy of Hope visit: 
 
http://www.hmd.org.uk/ 
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Hinduism  
Å 14th Makar Sankrant 
Å 20th Vasant Panchami 
Sikhism  
Å 5th Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh 
Å 14th Maghi 
Å 31st Birthday of Guru Har Rai 

JANUARY 2010  

Religious dates:  
Christianity  
Å 6th Epiphany 
Å 10th First Sunday after Epiphany 
Å 18th Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity begins 
Å 25th St Paulôs Day 
Judaism  
Å 30th Tu BôShevat 

MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT  SUN 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 National Holicaust 
Memorial Day 27  

28 29 30 31 

Diversity is about not putting 
people into boxes ï but if you 
must ï at least allowing them to 
move from one box to another.  

ñIf you treat an individual as if 
they were what they ought to be 
and could be, they will become 
what they ought  
to be and could beò. 
 
  ï Goethe  
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Judaism 

Some of the main Jewish festivals are:  
 

Rosh Hashanah  
Is the Jewish New Year and recalls Godôs 
creation of the world. 
 

Yom Kippur  
Occurs shortly after Rosh Hashanah. 
It is the Day of Atonement. It is a time 
to repent for actions of the past year. 
 

Sukkot  
Is the Feast of Tabernacles and 
commemorates Godôs care of the Israelites 
during their wanderings in the wilderness. 
 

Channukah (Hanukkah)  
Is known as the Festival of Lights and 
celebrates the victory of the Maccabees 
over the Syrians in 165 B.C.E. 
 

Purim  
Celebrates Esther delivering the Jews 
from their enemy Haman. 
 

Pesach (Passover)  
Is the major festival of the Jewish year, 
lasts nine days and is observed in Jewish 
homes with a symbolic meal and the Seder 
service. This important festival marks the 
Exodus of the Jews from Egypt. 
 

Shavuot  
Is the spring harvest festival and 
commemorates the giving of the 
law to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

Judaism is one of the oldest monotheistic religions and was 

founded over 3500 years ago in the Middle East. 

Jews believe that God appointed the Jews to be his chosen 

people in order to set an example of holiness and ethical be-

haviour to the world. 

FEBRUARY 2010 

FEBRUARY HOT TOPIC 
 
FICTION: Age discrimination only affects the 50+ 
age group. 
FACT: Ageism at work is a bigger problem for people in 
their late teens than their 50s: 25% of school leavers 
have faced age discrimination compared to 21% of those 
over 50 and 18% ofthose over 60 (Age at Work, 2005). 
FICTION: Older workers are technophobes. 
FACT: The over 50s are as keen to get to grips with new 
technology as teenagers. 74% of the over 50s like to 
keep up with new technology, only 5% fewer than teen-
agers (Age at Work, 2005). Age discrimination can affect 
us all and in different ways. Common phrases around 
óthe oldô and óthe youngô just show how deep rooted 
stereotypes about age can be: 
ñSheôs past it!ò or ñHeôs still wet behind the ears!ò It is 
really important that we break the stereotype habit. Peo-
ple of all ages have something to offer at work and a óone 
size fits allô approach certainly doesnôt work with regards 
to age, anymore than any other defining characteristic. 
On top of which, it can be unlawful. To find out more 
about what Joint Learning is doing to promote age equal-
ity visit: www.jointlearning.co.uk 
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ñYou shall not take vengeance 
or bear a grudge against your 
kinsfolk. Love your neighbour 
as yourself:ò.  
 
Leviticus 19:18 , the " Great 
Commandment   

Judaism  
Å 25th Fast of Esther 
Å 28th Purim 
Hinduism  
Å 12th Mahashivratri 
Å 28th Holi 

FEBRUARY 2010 

Religious dates:  
Christianity  
Å 2nd Candlemas 
Å 11th Our Lady of Lourdes 
Å 14th St Valentine Day 
Å 16th Shrove Tuesday 
Å 17th Ash Wednesday / Lent Begins 
Buddhism  
Å 8th Parinirvana / Nirvana Day 
Å 15th Nirvana Day alternative date 

MON TUE  WED THU FRI  SAT  SUN 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Diversity reminds us that we are 
all unique and special. There is 
only one of us, never to be re-
peated again in the history of 
the universe . 
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Baha'i Faith 
Many festivals in the Bah§ô² faith are associated 
with events in the lives of the Bab, who was  
the Prophet -Herald of the Faith, or Bahaôuôllah, 
who was the Founder of the Faith.  
 
Naw-Rúz 
The Bah§ô² New Year is celebrated on the 
first day of spring (March 21st). 
 
Fasting (2nd ï 21st March)  
This occurs during the last calendar month 
of the Bah§ô² year. 
 
Ridván (21st April ï 2nd May)  
It marks the time that the Bah§ôuôll§h spent in 
the garden of Ridván, just before he announced 
that he was the prophet heralded by the Báb. 
 
B§bôs declaration of His mission (23rd May) 
Ascension of Bah§ôuôll§h (3am, on the 29th May) 
Martyrdom of the Báb (9th July)  
Bah§ô²s come together in devotional gatherings 
to remember the time in 1850 when the Bab 
was imprisoned and then executed. 
 
Birth of the Báb (20th October)  
Birth of Bah§ôuôll§h (12th November) 
This is a great time for celebration, marking 
the life of the Founder of the Faith. 

The Bahá'í faith is one of the youngest of the world's major 

religions. 

It was founded by Baha'u'llah in Iran in the 19th century. 

MARCH 2010 

SPECIAL DAY IN MARCH ð 8th 
March  
 
International Womenôs Day 
 
On the 8th of March each year thousands 
of events take place that celebrate and 
inspire women. Many groups from all over 
the world organise events based on differ-
ent themes that reflect global and local 
gender issues. 
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ñAscribe not to any soul that which 
thou wouldst not have ascribed to 
thee, and say not that which thou 
doest notò.  
 
   Baha'u'llah   

Islam  
Å 3rd Milad un Nabi 
Judaism  
Å 1st Shushan Purim 
Å 29th Fast of the Firstborn 
Å 30th Passover (1st Day) 

MARCH 2010 

Religious dates:  
Buddhism  
Å 30th Theravada New Year 
Å 30th Magha Puja 
Hinduism  
Å 1st Holi 
Å 16th Vaisaki 
Å 24th Rama Navami 
Å 30th Passover (1st Day) 

MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT  SUN 

1 2 3 4 5 
 

6 7 

International 
womenôs day 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 
 

    

Christianity  
Å 1st St Davidôs Day 
Å 5th St Piranôs Day 
Å 14th Mothering Sunday 
Å 17th St Patrickôs Day 
Å 28th Palm Sunday 

Our diversity is defined by where we 
are going ï not where weôve come 
from. By our future, not our past.  
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APRIL 2010 

Mental Health Action Week 5 ï 11 
April  
 
Every year the Mental Health Foundation uses Mental Health Action Week to raise 
awareness of mental health issues across the country. 
 
Mental health can be termed óemotional healthô or ówellbeingô and itôs just as 
important as good physical health. 
 
Time to Change is a programme funded by the Big Lottery and Comic Relief. It 
consists of 35 projects led by Mind, and Rethink. Englandôs most ambitious pro-
gramme to end discrimination faced by people who experience mental health prob-
lems, it includes local community projects, a national high-profile campaign, a 
mass-participation physical activity week and many more. If you would like to get 
involved or find out more about these events and activities is doing to support this 
campaign, visit the equality and diversity Joint Learning Website pages: 
 
www.jointlearning.co.uk 
 
Or visit: 
 
http://www.time-to-change.org.uk/ 
 
http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/ 
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Å 18th Yom Hazikaron 
Å 19th Yom Haôatzmaut 
(Israelôs Independence Day) 
Sikhism  
Å 13th Vaisakhi 
Å 14th Birthday of Guru Nanak 
Å 14th Hola Nohalla 
Å 18th Birthday of Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Å 18th Birthday of Guru Angad Dev 

APRIL 2010 

Religious dates:  
Christianity  
Å 1st Maundy Thursday 
Å 2nd Good Friday 
Å 4th Easter Sunday 
Å 23rd St Georgeôs Day 
Judaism  
Å 6th Passover (final day) 
Å 11th Yom Hashoah 

MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT  SUN 

   1 Bank Holiday 2 3 4 

Bank Holiday 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Diversity is lack of opportunity 
dressed up.  

Snowflakes are one of natureôs 
most fragile things, but just 
look what they can do when 
they stick together.  
     ï Vista M. Kelly  
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MAY 2010 

Islam 
 
There are two 
main Muslim Holy days:  
Eid ul Fitr and Eid ul Adha (Eid or Id is a word mean-
ing festival). There are however, several other special 
days which Muslims celebrate.  
 
Ramadan  
This takes place in the ninth month of the Islamic 
calendar. It is a time of daily fasting and repentance. 
 
Laylat el Kadr  
The final 10 days of Ramadan. Muslims celebrate 
Muhammadôs first revelation. 
 
Eid al -Fitr  
The feast period just after the month long 
fast of Ramadan. It lasts for three days. 
 
Eid al Adha  
Two to three months after Ramadan, animals are slaugh-
tered to benefit the poor. The purpose of the Eid al Adha 
is to celebrate the faithfulness 
and obedience of Abraham. 
 
Al -Isra Wal Miraj  
Celebrated on the 27th Day of the 17th month 
in the Islamic Calendar. It marks Muhammadôs 
journey from Mecca. 
 
Maulid al -Nabi  
Celebrates the birth of Muhammad. 

Islam began in Arabia and was revealed to humanity 

by the Prophet Muhammad. Those who follow Islam 

are called Muslims. 

Muslims believe that there is only one God. The Ara-

bic word for God is Allah. 
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ñHurt no one so that no one may 

hurt youò. 

   Muhammad  

Hinduism  
Å 23rd Birthday of Guru Amar Das 
Judaism  
Å 2nd Lag BôOmer 
Å 12th Yom Yerushalayim (Jerusalem Day) 
Å 19th Shavuot (1st day) 
Sikhism  
Å Sun 2nd Birthday of Guru Arjan Dev 

MAY 2010 

Religious dates:  
Buddhism  
Å 27th Wesak or Buddha Day 
Christianity  
Å 13th Ascension Day 
Å 16th Ascension Day Celebration 
Å 23rd Pentecost 
Å 30th Trinity Sunday 

MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT  SUN 

     1 2 

May Early bank 
holiday 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

May spring 
bank holiday 

31 

      

Diversity is the reflection of God in 
the world ï for we are all made in His 
likeness. Each person is different 
and essential for completing that 
image of God.  
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JUNE 2010 

Sikhism 
 

Some of the main 
Sikh festivals include:  
 
Diwali  
Diwali is particularly important to Sikhs as 
it celebrates the release from prison of the 
sixth guru, Hargobind Singh in 1619. 
 
Gurpurbs  
The marking of important anniversaries 
relating to the birth or death (martyrdom) 
of Sikh gurus (teachers). 
 
Vaisakhi (Baisakhi)  
The day is celebrated around the 13th 
April. It is the celebration of the founding 
of the Khalsa Order and Sikh nation. 
 
Bandi Chhor  
Sikhs commemorate the release of 
Guru Hargobind (Sixth Guru) from false 
imprisonment. It coincides with the Indian 
Festival of Lights (Divali) between the end 
of October and mid-November. 
 
Maghi  
This celebration occurs around the middle 
of January and marks the martyrdom of 
forty Sikhs at the hands of the Mughal army. 
 
Hola Mohala  
On this day Sikhs stage mock battles, 
perform martial arts and organise 
sports competitions. 

Sikhism was founded in the Punjab by Guru 

Nanak in the 15th Century CE and is a mono-

theistic religion. 

Sikhs think religion should be practised by 

living in the world and coping with life's every-

day problems. 

SPECIAL DAY IN JUNEð20th June 2010  
 

Fatherôs Day is celebrated on a variety of dates in 52 countries 
worldwide it celebrates fatherhood and male parenting, and 
honors and commemorates fathers and forefathers. 
In 2008/09, YouGov carried out a survey of parents in England, 
Wales and Scotland: 
Å Six in 10 fathers said they worked more than 40 hours a week 
and 5 in 10 of them felt they spent too much time at work 
Å Although flexible working was available to half of fathers, 
only 30 per cent were actually using it 
The benefits in terms of staff retention, morale and 
productivity of thoughtfully planned and well-managed 
working arrangements have all been well documented. 
The world of work is rapidly changing and so are the needs of 
its workforce. As well as men and women with caring 
responsibilities flexible working can support many others in 
employment.  All staff are able to apply for flexible working and 
all requests will be given serious consideration. 
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